THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

In A.D. 1523 Mansinhji of Jhalawad succeeded his
father Ranoji, who had been assassinated by the Maho-
medan Malik Bakhan, and he at once determined to
avenge his father's death. Accordingly he marched on
Dasada and took that place, killing Shahjio, the son of
Malik Bakhan. Sultan Bahadur Shah was at that time
absent in Malwa, so he sent Khan Khanan against
Mansinhji, who was soon defeated and obliged to save his
life by flight. He made his way to Kachh, where he
sought refuge with the Rao of that country. The whole
of Mansinhji's possessions were confiscated by the Sultan,
and the outlaw and his two brothers occupied themselves
in making repeated forays against the Mahomedans in
Jhalawad. Finding, however, that this plan of action
did not result in his being reinstated in his dominions,,
Mansinhji eventually decided to throw himself on the
mercy of Sultan Bahadur Shah and to surrender to him
in person. Shortly afterwards he took advantage of one
of the Sultan's visits to Diu to carry out his design, and
arming himself from head to foot, he obtained admission
to the camp and presented himself before the Sultan in
his sleeping-tent. He replied to a query as to who he
was by saying he had come to ask for the restitution of
Jhalawad to himself, as he was the outlaw Mansinhji.
At the same time he made complete submission by
placing his weapons before the Sultan. Bahadur Shah
was touched by his bearing and pluck, and after hearing
the account of his doings since he was deprived of his
State, he treated him generously and restored to him the
property of which he had been dispossessed, but with the
exception of Mandal and Viramgam.

After the death of Malik Aiaz, the Sultan of Gujarat
appears to have realized the wisdom of his Viceroy's
policy in doing all in his power to prevent the Portugese
from establishing themselves on the coasts of Gujarat
and Saurashtra, for he made numerous visits to Cambay,